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FRANCIS QUARLES (1592-1644)

Francis Quarles was a voluminous and popular writer of verse
and prose. He pub. a number of Biblical paraphrases between
1620 and 1630 which he collected in Divine Poems, 1630. In the
same year appeared his narrative poern Argalus and Partkenia
founded on a story in Sidney's Arcadia. More of his religious verse
appeared in Divine Fancies (1632). His most famous vol. Emblemes,
a series of religious poems illustrated by cuts mainly from the
designs of William Marshall, first appeared in 1635. It was fre-
quently rptd. up to the middle of the nineteenth century (most
recent ed. 1888). He pub. a similar vol. called Hieroglyphikes of the
Life of Man in 1638. His other publications include religious
manuals and royalist tracts in prose. The only collected ed. of
* Quarles's works is that of A. B. Grosart, Ghertsey Worthies Library
1880-1. There is a memoir of Quarles by his wife in his vol. called
Ecclesiastes pub. in 1645 and an article by Sir S. Lee in the D.N.B.

ABRAHAM COWLEY (1618-77)

One of the most precocious of English poets, Cowley wrote
while he was at Westminster School a vol. of verse Poeticall
Iftossomes, pub. 1633, and Love's Riddle, a pastor all comoedie, pub.
1638. At Cambridge he wrote and pub. a Latin comedy Naufra-
gium Joculare (1638). In 1647 appeared his famous and very

Eopular collection of love poems The Mistresse (modern ed. by J.
parrow, 1926). His comedy The Guardian written and acted at
Cambridge in 1641 was not pub. till 1650. He recast it and pub.
it under a new title as The Cutter of Coleman-street in 1663. In 1656
appeared a vol. containing some of his strongest and most charac-
teristic work, Poems, including his Pindarique "Odes", four books
of his Biblical epic The Davideis, and such excellent shorter pieces
as The Chronicle and the elegies on Hervey and Crashaw (there is
a modern rpt. ed. A. R. Waller, G.U.P. 1905). His later poems
include an Ode upon the Blessed Restoration and an Ode on the Royal
Society^ both included in Verses lately written upon several occasions
(1663, rptd. with the Poems of 1656 by A. R. Waller, G.U.P. 1905).
His Works in prose and verse were printed by his friend T. Sprat in
1668. This vol. was frequently rptd. A. B. Grosart pub. an ed. of
Cowley's works in 1881. The standard modern ed. is that of A. R.
Waller (G.U.P. 1905-6). For Cowley's prose works see p. 304.
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